The term neonate refers to a live born infant from birth to before reaching 28 completed days of age whereas neonatal mortality rate(NMR) refers to the number of live born babies who die in the first 28 days after birth per 1000 live births (WHO, 2009 ). Neonatal death is a global public health problem mostly concentrated in low and middle income counties. Globally, out of 130 million newborn, 4 million neonates die each year and 450 newborns die every hour and 99% of them occurs in middle and low income countries (Lawn, Cousens & Zupan, 2005 (2010) has mentioned that the under-five mortality rate has decreased significantly in recent years and Nepal is on track to meet millennium development goal on child mortality. But, without reducing neonatal mortality rate, it is not easy to decrease child mortality in coming years.
According to WHO (2010) , to achieve MDG, twenty three doctors, nurses and midwives per 10,000 population is necessary to deliver essential maternal and child health services. Whereas, Nepal has only seven. This disparity has further increased due to concentration of health workforce in urban areas. Department of Health Service, Department of Health Service, Annual report (2010) explained that 69% delivery takes place at home without assistance of health worker and 64% have not received any postnatal care service. Among the neonatal deaths twothird occurs in first week of life and of those who die in the first week, two-thirds die in the first 24 hours of life. (Bell, Storti and Gamache, 2004 
